
Editorial Notes  

Happy New Year! Welcome to the January 2021 edition of the IEEE Technical Committee on 

Distributed Processing (TCDP) Newsletter. This volume includes award call-for-nominations, 

interesting articles, job advertisements, upcoming conferences.  

The IEEE Computer Society Technical Committee on Distributed Processing (TCDP) is the ideal 

and appropriate organization to:  

• Foster and provide a fertile ground of our conferences.  

• Provide a forum for discussing all activities related to distributed processing.  

• Accept and publish through newsletters short articles from TCDP members.  

• Announce job advertisements.  

• Distribute to this community call for papers.  

• Announce upcoming conferences.  

Editor: Palden Lama, University of Texas, San Antonio, USA.  

 

1. Call-for-nominations for IEEE TCDP Awards 

IEEE TCDP is happy to announce the 2021 call-for-nominations for Outstanding Technical 

Achievement and Outstanding Service Awards. The goal of these highly prestigious awards is to 

encourage innovative long-term contributions to the field of distributed processing.  

A. 2021 IEEE TCDP Outstanding Technical Achievement Award 

This award recognizes scholars whose technical accomplishments contributed significantly to the 

progress of the distributed processing field in one of the following ways. 

o Impact resulting in significant advance of the distributed processing field. 

o Impact beyond research to industrial practice. 

o Impact beyond the distributed processing field. 

Eligibility 

o The candidate(s) can be anyone except the current officers of IEEE TCDP and members 

of the IEEE TCDP Awards Committee. 

Nomination Process 

o Anyone in the field can put forward a nomination (self-nominations are excluded). 

Nominations should include a proposed citation (up to 25 words) and a detailed statement 

to justify the nomination (500 words or less). The nomination should explicitly indicate the 

specific nature of the impact (expanding distributed processing through interdisciplinary 

work, though impact on practice, or by expanding the distributed processing field itself). 

Three supporting letters should be submitted. The letters need to address the significance 



of the contributions cited in the nomination. Nominations must be received by March 31, 

2021 to be considered for this year’s award. Please include a detailed CV for nominee in 

the nomination. Nominations that did not result in an award can be resubmitted or updated 

in subsequent years. The Awards Committee will evaluate all nominations and decide on 

zero or more winners. 

B. 2021 IEEE TDCP Outstanding Service Award 

This award recognizes an individual who has contributed significantly to ICDCS, TCDP, and the 

distributed processing community in general. 

Eligibility 

The candidate can be anyone except the current officers of IEEE TCDP and members of the 

IEEE TCDP Awards Committee. 

Nomination Process 

Anyone in the field can put forward a nomination (self-nominations are excluded). Nominations 

should include a proposed citation (up to 25 words) and a detailed statement to justify the 

nomination (500 words or less). Three supporting letters should be submitted. The letters need to 

address the significance of the service contributions cited in the nomination. Nominations must be 

received by March 31, 2021 to be considered for this year’s award. Please include a detailed CV 

for nominee in the nomination. Nominations that did not result in an award can be resubmitted or 

updated in subsequent years. The Awards Committee will evaluate all nominations and decide on 

zero or more winners. 

All Awards 

All nominations should be sent to the IEEE TCDP Awards Committee Chair, Dr. Xiaodong Zhang 

at zhang@cse.ohio-state.edu. 

2. Interesting Articles/Papers  

Tweaking AI software to function like a human brain improves computer's learning ability 

(Computer-based artificial intelligence can function more like human intelligence when 

programmed to use a much faster technique for learning new objects, say two neuroscientists who 

designed such a model that was designed to mirror human visual learning.) 

See more at: https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2021/01/210112085359.htm 

 

Engineers create hybrid chips with processors and memory to run AI on battery-powered devices 

(Transactions between processors and memory can consume 95 percent of the energy needed to 

do machine learning and AI, which severely limits battery life. A team of engineers has designed 

a system that can run AI tasks faster, and with less energy, by harnessing eight hybrid chips, each 

with its own data processor built right next to its own memory storage.) 

See more at: https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2021/01/210111112151.htm 
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Using light to revolutionize artificial intelligence 

(An international team of researchers, including Professor Roberto Morandotti of the Institut 

national de la recherche scientifique (INRS), just introduced a new photonic processor that could 

revolutionize artificial intelligence, as reported by the prestigious journal Nature.) 

See more at: https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2021/01/210111135851.htm 

 

World's fastest optical neuromorphic processor 

(An international team of researchers led by Swinburne University of Technology has 

demonstrated the world's fastest and most powerful optical neuromorphic processor for artificial 

intelligence (AI), which operates faster than 10 trillion operations per second (TeraOPs/s) and is 

capable of processing ultra-large-scale data.) 

See more at: https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2021/01/210107112418.htm 

 

Tiny quantum computer solves real optimization problem 

(Researchers at Chalmers University of Technology, Sweden, have now shown that they can 

solve a small part of a real logistics problem with their small, but well-functioning quantum 

computer.) 

See more at: https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/12/201217090404.htm 

 

3. Job Advertisements  

- The UIC CS Department is recruiting a Postdoctoral Fellow from all areas of computer 

science to take part in UIC’s Bridge to the Faculty program. For fullest consideration 

application materials must be submitted via https://jobs.uic.edu/ by February 5th, and 

applications will continue to be accepted until the position has been filled. 

- NEC Laboratories America is looking for researchers to work in the areas of artificial 

intelligence, machine learning or data mining. Submit your CV and research statement 

at:  https://www.appone.com/MainInfoReq.asp?R_ID=3108918. 

- NEC Laboratories America is looking for researchers to work at the intersection of machine 

learning and networking and/or system security.  Submit your CV and research statement 

at https://www.appone.com/MainInfoReq.asp?R_ID=3123535.  

- Tenure-track, 10-month Assistant Professor position in the Department of Computer and 

Information Sciences at Towson University beginning August 2021.                                       

Apply here: https://towson.taleo.net/careersection/fac_ex/jobdetail.ftl?job=2100000Q 

- The Faculty of Engineering and the Faculty of Science at The University of Western 

Ontario, one of Canada’s leading research-intensive universities, are jointly seeking 

applicants for two (2) faculty positions in the area of Artificial Intelligence. Applications 

should be sent to: csece@uwo.ca. 

TCDP members are welcome to suggest new job advertisements that can be included in our future 

newsletters. You can send job advertisement to Dr. Palden Lama, palden.lama@utsa.edu.  

 

4. Upcoming Conferences  
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4.1 Call for papers  

ISORC 

Paper submission: Jan 25, 2021  

Place: Daegu, South Korea 

Conference Dates: June 1-3, 2021  

https://isorc2021.github.io/ 

 
SEC 

Paper submission: June 24, 2021  

Place: San Jose, CA 

Conference Dates: Dec 14-17, 2021  

http://acm-ieee-sec.org/2021/ 

 
HPDC 

Paper submission: Jan 24, 2021  

Place: Virtual conference 

Conference Dates: June 21-25, 2021 

http://www.hpdc.org/2021/ 

 
ICS 

Paper submission: Feb 4, 2021  

Place: Virtual conference 

Conference Dates: July 15-17, 2021  

https://ics21.github.io/call-for-papers 
 

Euro-Par  

Paper submission: Feb 12, 2021  

Place: Lisbon, Portugal 

Conference Dates: Sep 1-3, 2021  

https://2021.euro-par.org/ 

 
PODC 

Paper submission: Feb 15, 2021  

Place: Virtual conference 

Conference Dates: July 26-30, 2021  

http://www.podc.org/podc2021/call-for-papers/ 
 

SC 

Paper submission: April 9, 2021  

Place: St Louis, MO 

Conference Dates: Nov 14-19, 2021 

https://sc21.supercomputing.org/ 

 
ICPP 

Paper submission: April 16, 2021  

Place: Chicago, Illinois 

Conference Dates: Aug 9-12, 2021 
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ICNP 

Paper submission: May 24, 2021  

Place: Dallas, Texas 

Conference Dates: Nov 2-5, 2021  

https://icnp21.cs.ucr.edu/index.html 

 

EDOC 

Paper submission: May 31, 2021  

Place: Gold Coast, Australia 

Conference Dates: Oct 25-29, 2021  

https://ieee-edoc.org/2021/call-papers/ 

 

 

4.2 Call for participation  
 

INFOCOM  

Conference Dates: May 10-13, 2021  

Place: Virtual conference 

https://infocom2021.ieee-infocom.org/ 

 

NAS  

Conference Dates: Oct 24-26, 2021  

Place: Riverside, CA  

http://www.nas-conference.org/NAS-2021/ 

 
ICDCS  

Conference Dates: July 7-10, 2021 

Place: Washington DC 

https://icdcs2021.us/ 

 

IPDPS 
Conference Dates: May 17-21, 2021  

Place: Virtual conference 

http://www.ipdps.org/ 
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