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V 1 
Van Der Poel, W. L. (1926–)

Schakelingen van automatische cijfermachines. 
In Moderne Rekenmachines. Symposium van de 
Nederlandse Natuurkundige Vereniging.

Year: 1949
Place: Amsterdam
Publisher: Nederlandse Natuurkundige Vereniging
Edition: offprint
Language: Dutch
Binding: original paper wrappers
Pagination: pp. 13–22
Size: 240xx160 mm
Reference: Not in B de H BNHS

See entry for Zernike, F.; De differentiaal-analysator.
Illustrations available: 

None

V 2 

Van Valkenburgh, Nooger & Neville, Inc. 
Basic synchros and servomechanisms

Year: 1955 
Place: New York 
Publisher: John F. Rider 
Edition: 1st 
Language: English 
Binding: original paper wrappers 
Pagination: v.1: pp. vi, 137, [1] v.2: pp. vi, 122 
Size: 229x153 mm

The firm of Van Valkenburgh, Nooger & Neville had 
written a number of training manuals under contract 
to the U.S. Navy. These included a course in basic 
electricity, basic electronics and, with this set, basic 
servomechanisms. First introduced in 1953, by the time 
these volumes were released for the general public in 
1955, over 25,000 recruits had taken these courses. 

These two books differ markedly from some of the other 
works in this collection on the same topic. The content 
is quite elementary and assumes the reader has little 
mathematical background. They might have provided 

an elementary introduction for the interested adult, but 
they are devoid of the technical detail that would allow 
anyone to service, let alone design, even the simplest of 
these mechanisms.

Illustrations available:
Title page

From Tartaglia, La prima parte …, 1556–1560

V 2

V 3 
[ Vaucanson, Jacques (1709–1782)] M. Lecouturier, 
editor 

Le musée des sciences. In Journal Hebdomadaire 
Illustré. Vol. 1, No. 42, pp. 329–331 and Vol. 1, No.43

Year: 1856–1860 
Place: Paris 
Publisher: Bureau du Journal 
Edition: 1st 
Language: French 
Binding: original paper boards 
Pagination: v.1: pp. [2], 416, [2]; v.2: pp. [4], 412; v.3: pp. [4], 

412; v.4: pp. [4], 412 
Size: 300x216 mm 

Jacques Vaucanson is best remembered today for his 
invention of automata. He was appointed Inspector of Silk 
Manufacture in Lyon in 1741 and managed to overcome 
the trade’s opposition to innovation and introduce a 
number of improvements. In particular, he improved the 
multi-user loom by mounting a selecting box above the 
loom that operated via a perforated ribbon. Vaucanson’s 
invention led directly to the very successful Jacquard 
loom. The two systems were similar with the exception 
that Vaucanson used a continuous ribbon to control the 
mechanism rather than individual punched cards.
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This is a description of Vaucanson’s life and 
accomplishments. It was prompted by the fact that his 
birthplace, Grenoble, had decided to erect a statue in his 
honor and was looking for contributions to defray the 
cost.

Illustrations available:
First page

Language: English 
Binding: original cloth boards 
Pagination: pp. xxiv, 575, [1] 
Size: 228x150 mm 
Reference: Hend BTM, #160.0, p. 126

Georg von Vega was born in Slovenia into a family of poor 
farmers. His given name was Jurij for which the German 
version is Georg. He attended school in Ljubljana and 
graduated as an engineer. In 1780, he entered military 
service as a professor at the Artillery School in Vienna. 
He was a talented teacher, writer and calculator. Vega 
is best remembered today for his tables of logarithms 
and trigonometric functions, despite the fact that the 
exhibition of his computational prowess by calculating 
π to 140 places stood as a record for over fifty years. He 
was given the title of Baron (Freiherr) in 1800.

This undated edition of Vega’s seven-place tables is 
one of a great many editions of this work. It was first 
published in a German edition in 1856 and the first 
English version appeared in 1859, but this volume 
is perhaps up to one hundred years later. The preface, 
written by Carl Bremiker, is a translation of the 1856 
original. 

Illustrations available:
Title page

V 3

[Vaucanson, Jacques]
See Hedde, Phillipe; Notes complémentaires au 

mémoire présenté par M. Ph. Hedde, membre de 
l’academi du Gard, ancien fabricant de rubans 
à St. Etienne et professeur de tissage, directeur 
du conservatoire des arts et metiers et du Musee 
industriel de St. Etienne au congrés scientifique 
(24th session) 3 Septembre 1857 à Grenoble en 
faveur de Vaucanson.

See Hedde, Phillipe; Revendication en faveur de 
Vaucanson de Grenoble de l’honneur de l’invention 
du mécanisme qui porte aujourd’hui le nom 
Jacquard de Lyon.

V 4  
Vega, Georg, Freiherr von (1756–1802) [W. L. F. 
Fischer, translator]

Logarithmic tables of numbers and trigonometrical 
functions 

Year: n/d
Place: New York 
Publisher: Van Nostrand 
Edition: unknown

V 4

V 5  
Vega, Georg, Freiherr von (1756–1802) 

Logarithmisch-trigonometrisches Handbuch 
anstatt der kleinen Vlackischen, Wolfischen, und 
andern dergleichen, meistens sehr sehlerhaften, 
logarithmisch-trigonometrischen Tafeln, für die 
Mathematikbeflissenen eingerichtet. 
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Year: 1793 
Place: Leipzig 
Publisher: Weidmannischen Buchhandlung 
Edition: 2nd 
Language: German 
Binding: contemporary half-bound leather over marbled paper 

boards 
Pagination: pp. xxxix, [1], 297, [1] 
Collation: a–e4A–2O42P1 
Size: 223x145 mm 
Reference: Not in Glais RCMT

This is a seven-digit set of tables that although having 
been reset with a more pleasing typeface, are essentially 
identical to those of the 1783 edition. The German 
headings of the tables have been removed leaving only 
the Latin. The book has two title pages, one in German 
and the other in Latin.

Illustrations available:
Title pages

V 6  
Vega, Georg, Freiherr von (1756–1802) 

Logarithmische, Trigonometrische, und andere zum 
Gebrauche der Mathematik eingerichtete Tafeln und 
Formeln. 

Year: 1783 
Place: Vienna 
Publisher: Johann Thomas Edlen von Trattnern 
Edition: 1st 
Language: German 
Binding: contemporary half-bound leather over boards; black 

leather label; gilt decorated spine 
Pagination: pp. lxviii, 420 

Collation: *–****8*****2A–2C82D2 
Size: 207x126 mm 
Reference: Hend BTM, #86, p. 86

This is Vega’s first set of published tables. Some of them 
were newly calculated but others had been copied from 
earlier tables. They were carefully compared against 
other tables before publication and Vega lists the errors 
found during the comparison. The title page, preface and 
introduction are in written German but the tables have 
alternate headings in Latin and German.

Illustrations available:
Title page
Sample table page

Latin and German title pages, V 5

V 6
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V 7  
Vega, Georg, Freiherr von (1756–1802) 

Thesaurus logarithmorum completus, ex arithmetica 
logarithmica, et ex trigonometria artificiali Adriani 
Vlacci collectus, plurimis erroribus purgatus in 
novum ordinem redactus, et prima post centesimam 
logarithmorum chiliade, partibus quibusdam 
proportionalibus differentiarum, logarithmis sinuum, 
cosinuum, tangentium et cotangentium pro primis 
ac postremis duobus quadrantis gradibus ad singula 
minuta secunda, formulis nonnullis trigonometricis, 
Wolframii denique tabula logarithmorum naturalium 
locupletatus. 
Vollständige Sammlung grösserer logarithmisch 
- trigonometrischer tafeln nach Adrian Vlack‘s 
arithmetica logarithmica und trigonometria artificialis, 
verbessert, neu geordnet und vermehrt. 

Year: 1794 
Place: Leipzig 
Publisher: Weidmann 
Edition: 1st 
Language: Latin & German 
Figures: additional errata slip bound in after p. xxx 
Binding: later half-bound vellum marbled boards; brown 

leather label; gilt spine 
Pagination: pp. viii, xxx, 684 
Collation: *1**3a–g2h1A–3L6 
Size: 326x200 mm 
Reference: Hend BTM, #95, p. 91; Smi HM, II, p. 311; B de H 

BNHS, #5052, p. 291; Glais RCMT, p. 138

This is a very well-known set of tables. It gives logarithms 
of the natural numbers and trigonometric functions to ten 
decimal places. Because of its accuracy it was the most 
widely used set of tables for precision computations 
needed in fields such as astronomy. It was basically a 
reprint of Adriaan Vlacq’s Arithmetica Logarithmica 

of 1628 and his Trigonometria Artificialis of 1633. 
Vega had each of these carefully proofread and felt so 
confident in the results that he offered one ducat to the 
discoverer of each error in the table that was likely to 
cause an error in calculation. The logarithms of numbers 
were, indeed, very accurate but Henderson (Bibliotheca) 
remarks that

Fortunately for him no one at the time examined 
his trigonometrical canon.

As he did in his small-format tables of 1783, Vega 
combined Latin and German in this volume: it has two 
title pages, the preface is repeated in each language, and 
the introduction is printed in double columns with Latin 
text on the left and German on the right.

Illustrations available:
Title page Latin
Title page German
Sample table page

Vellaunius, Thomas Fargaeo
See Fine, Oronce; De universali quadrante, 

sinuúmue organo: quo tum geometrici, tum 
omnes astronomici canones, ex quatuor sinuum 
rectorum proportione pendentes, mira facilitate 
pertractantur, liber singularis.

V 8  
Venn, John (1834–1923) 

Catalogue of a collection of books on logic presented to 
the library. 

Year: 1889 
Place: Cambridge 
Publisher: University Press 
Edition: 1st 
Language: English 
Binding: original printed boards 
Pagination: pp. [iv], 125, [1] 
Collation: π21–788295 
Size: 185x125 mm 

John Venn was educated at Cambridge and was ordained 
in 1859. After a few years as a curate, he returned to 
Cambridge to study and teach logic and probability 
theory. 

Venn is best known for his development of the Venn 
Diagram, by means of which logical patterns can be 
visualized. Although very useful in serious mathematical 
work, they can also be used to advantage in the teaching 
of logical concepts to children. Venn attended Cambridge 
University and, other than a short period that he spent 
doing parochial church work, remained a Fellow of 
Gonville and Caius College all his life.German title page, V 7
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Venn had acquired a large library while doing his research 
in logic. He wrote not only on modern developments in 
logic but also on its history. Due to his historical interests, 
his library was rich in old works. When he had finished 
his three books on logic (The logic of chance, Symbolic 
logic and The principles of empirical logic), he donated 
the library to his Cambridge college. This catalog is a 
listing of the almost 1,200 books in the Venn collection.

Illustrations available:
Title page

V 9  
Venn, John (1834–1923)

On the diagrammatic and mechanical representation of 
propositions and reasonings. In The London, Edinburgh 
and Dublin Philosophical Magazine, and Journal of 
Science. Fifth Series. Vol. X, No. LIX, July 1880.

Year: 1880
Place: London
Publisher: Taylor and Francis
Edition: 1st
Language: English
Binding: bound in buckram with label
Pagination: pp. 1–18
Size: 213x128 mm

This is the paper in which Venn describes his diagrams 
through which various logical situations can be 
represented geometrically. Venn describes a small device 
of his own construction in which logical patterns of four 

variables can be demonstrated. This device did not seem 
to find universal acceptance. In the same volume of this 
journal (pp. 168–171), Hugh McCall published a short 
communication criticizing several aspects of Venn’s 
paper. The entire volume is interesting in that it contains 
a number of papers by such luminaries as William 
Thomson (Lord Kelvin), Lord Rayleigh, J. Poynting, 
John Perry and several others.

Illustrations available:
First page

V 10  
Venn, John (1834–1923) 

Symbolic logic 
Year: 1881 
Place: London 
Publisher: Macmillan 
Edition: 1st 
Language: English 
Binding: original boards 
Pagination: pp. xxxx, 446, [2] 
Collation: a4b–c81–288 
Size: 188x124 mm 
Reference: Cou AoL, p. xiii

This was the second of Venn’s three major works on logic. 
It contains a discussion of the famous Venn diagrams.

Illustrations available:
Venn diagrams

V 8

Venn diagrams, V 10
V 11  
Venturoli, Giacomo 

Breve compendio di tutte le regole dell’ aritmetica 
prattica. Necessario à qualunque persona desidera 
d’apprendere presto I veri modi di conteggiare. 

Year: 1662 
Place: Bologna 
Publisher: H.H. di Domenico Barbieri 
Edition: 1st 
Language: Italian 
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Binding: modern boards 
Pagination: pp. [8],148, [4] 
Collation: π4a–t4 
Size: 204x147 mm 
Reference: H&J AM, 13.1, p. 547

This is a standard arithmetic text. It is notable in that it 
gives four different methods for both multiplication (per 
Organetto, per Scauezzo, per il Ripiego, per Crocetca) 
and division (per Scauezzo, per a Danda alla longa, per 
mezza Danda, per Ripiego) without considering either 
the gelosia or the galley methods. The book is oriented 
towards commercial arithmetic and gives examples of 
partnership, exchange, etc.

There is an engraved half-title preceding the typeset title 
page.

Illustrations available:
Title page
Half title

Ver Eecke, Paul (1942–), translator
See Fibonacci, Leonardo; Léonard de Pise. Le livre 

des nombres carrés. Traduit pour la premiére 
fois du Latin médieval en Francais. Avec une 
introduction et des notes.

V 12  
Veronese, David 

Nuova pratica d’aritmetica … nella quale con metodo 
facile, & utilissimo s’insegna la regola del trè, co[n] 
suoi principij, diffinitioni, & osservanze. Applicata à 
conti di valutationi di mercanti, guadagni, e perdite, 
tare, baratti, compagnie, meriti, sconti, legature d’ori, 
& argenti, & altro. E nel fine la regola del Cattaino 
semplice, e doppolo. 

Year: 1645 
Place: Genoa 
Publisher: Pier Giovanni Calenzani 
Edition: 1st 
Language: Italian 
Binding: contemporary vellum 
Pagination: pp. [10], 131–386, [6] 
Collation: A–R8 
Size: 142x96 mm 
Reference: Rcdi BMI, Vol. I, p. 594

This is an advanced commercial arithmetic. It does not, 
like many of its contemporaries do, begin with numeration 
or the elementary operations, but instead starts with the 
rule of three. It poses 104 questions and then discusses 
each, introducing any new concepts required before 
showing the solution. The problems are all commercial 
in nature and discuss profit, loss, monetary exchange, 
etc.

Illustrations available:
Title page

V 11

Half title, V 11 V 12
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V 13  
Viescher, Georg 

Additamentum. Operis Coleri Occonomici: Welches 
Ein Geometrischer Hausswirthsstab, Auff deme 
allerley Mensurn, von Mass und Gewicht gezeichnet. 
In denselben auch Instrumentlin geordnet das durch 
alle länge, breite, höhe unnd tieffe auff allerley art 
abzumessen sonderlich Wiesen, Hölyer, Felder und was 
sonsten begert wirdt im rechter Proportion mit allen 
Marchen, verjungter darzustellen. In gleichem auch 
Bericht, den halt allerley Corporum abzumessen …

b/w: Schwenter, Daniel; Geometriae practicae novae, 
1618

Year: 1624
Place: Nürnberg
Publisher: Abraham Wagenmann
Edition: 1st
Language: German
Figures: engraved title page in red and black; 19 plates of 

which 15 are folding
Binding: vellum over boards, stamped 1624
Pagination: pp. [16], 118, [2]
Collation: )(4())(4A–P4

Size: 190x150 mm

This work by Georg Viescher, of whom little is known, is 
bound with the three-part work by Daniel Schwenter. It 
is an elementary work on surveying and its distinguishing 
feature is a large quadrant. 

Illustrations available:
Title page (color)
Quadrant

V 14  
Vigernon, H.

Les automates In La Nature, No. 2142, 13 June 1914.
Year: 1914
Place: Paris
Publisher: Librairie Masson
Edition: 1st
Language: French
Binding: original paper wrappers
Pagination: pp. 56–61
Size: 296x202 mmV 13

Viescher’s quadrant, V 13

Journal cover, V 14
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The Spanish engineer Leonardo Torres y Quevédo had 
been invited to France and particularly to visit the new 
experimental laboratory of mechanics and physics at the 
Sorbonne. He arrived with some of his latest machines. 
This article describes his electromechanical automata. 
See also entry for Torres y Quevédo, Leonardo; 
Ensayos sobre automática, 1914.

Illustrations available: 
Front cover
Photo 1 of Torres’ chess machine
Photo 2 of Torres’ chess machine

V 15  
Vigernon, H 

L’arithmomètre, In La Nature, No. 2148, 7 August 
1920.

Year: 1914
Place: Paris
Publisher: Librairie Masson
Edition: 1st
Language: French
Binding: original paper wrappers
Pagination: pp. 89–93
Size: 296x202 mm

Vigernon here describes another of the machines that 
Torres brought with him on a Paris visit (see another 
entry for Vigernon, 1914). In this instance, it is his 
electromechanical calculating machine.

Illustrations available: 
Front cover 

V 16  
Vincent, Alexandre Joseph Hidulphe (1797–)

Note sur l’origine de nos chiffres et sur l’abacus des 
Pythagoriciens.

Year: ca.1839
Place: Paris
Publisher: M. J. Liouville
Edition: Extract
Language: French
Binding: later wrappers; uncut
Pagination: pp. [2], 20
Size: 270x216 mm

Vincent, a French mathematician and classics scholar, 
wrote on the use of the table abacus in Greece and Rome 
as well as on various ancient authors in his papers.

This is a paper discussing the origin of the Hindu-Arabic 
numerals. It was part of the debate begun by Michel 
Chasles, who was convinced that their origin was with 
the Pythagoreans rather than with the Hindus. Chasles 
later expounded his theories in a major book (see entry for 

Torres’ chess machine, V 14

Torres’ chess machine, V 14

V 16
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Chasles, Michel; Histoire de l’arithmétique. Explication 
des traités de l’abacus, et particuliérement du traité 
de Gerbert, 1843). Vincent discusses a manuscript by 
Boethius and earlier works by de Chartres and d’Arundel 
and presents arguments that the form of the numerals 
came from Greek and Hebrew sources. He also proposes 
that the lack of a zero forced the Pythagoreans to develop 
an abacus.

This is a presentation copy signed by the author.
Illustrations available: 

Title page 

V 17  
Visconti, Antonio Maria 

Practica numerorum, et mensurarum, ac alluvionis 
partitionem, investigandi, et ut in indice sequenti 

Year: 1581 
Place: Brescia 
Publisher: de Turlinis Frates 
Edition: 1st 
Language: Latin 
Binding: later half vellum over marbled boards 
Pagination: pp. [8], 290, 2 
Collation: a4A–2B42C22D–2O4 
Size: 200x145 mm 
Reference: Smi Rara, p. 368; Rcdi BMI, Vol. I, p. 605

Little is known about Visconti other than that he was a 
mathematician from Piacenza in northern Italy.

This work begins with numeration and the basic arithmetic 
operations. It then deviates from the standard arithmetic 
texts of the day and considers topics such as algebra, 

surface areas, surveying, volumes of various kinds and 
even a few remarks on bookkeeping. The surveying 
section illustrates the construction of a simple surveyor’s 
cross (here called a gnomon) and a Jacob’s staff. These 
are then used to create surveys of rivers, etc.

Illustrations available:
Title page
Surveyor’s cross
Colophon

Surveyor’s cross, V 17

V 17

Colophon, V 17

V 18  
Vitali, Girolamo (1624–1698)

Lexicon mathematicum astronomicum geometricum, 
hoc est rerum omnium ad utramque immò & ad omnem 
ferê mathesim quomodocumque spectantium, collectio, 
& explicato. Adjecta brevi novorum theorematum 
expensione, verborumque exoticorum dilucidatione ut 
non injuriâ. Disciplinarum omnium mathematicarum 
summa, & promptuarium dici possit.

Year: 1668
Place: Paris
Publisher: Ludovic Billaine
Edition: 1st
Language: Latin
Figures: engraved frontispiece
Binding: contemporary vellum; gilt spine
Pagination: pp. [38], 320, 325–540, 98, [16]
Collation: π3â8A8A–2K82L4a–g8 h1

Size: 172x107 mm

Girolamo Vitali was a Theatine monk who wrote several 
scientific works. 

This is one of the earliest scientific dictionaries. It 
contains words from sources such as navigation, 
astronomy, optics, geology and mathematics. Today it is 
a particularly good source of historical material relating 
to mathematical terms.
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The frontispiece consists of a complex scene of the 
author (with a triangle on his head) measuring the earth. 
Many other mathematical and astronomical instruments 
are shown.

Illustrations available:
Title page
Frontispiece

nominis rationem, atque etymologiam, principia, 
praecepta communia, axiomata, &c. ac brevum, & 
exactum, doctrinae traditionem; adietis, ubi opus est, 
schematibus, ad pleniorem tyronum inttelligentiam. 
Ut non immeritò quadrivium scientiarum, accc totius 
mathesis promptuarium dici possit.

Year: 1690
Place: Rome
Publisher: J. Vannaccii
Edition: 2nd
Language: Latin
Figures: engraved frontispiece; 1 folding plate, p. 1015
Binding: contemporary vellum over boards
Pagination: pp. [68], 1070, [2]
Collation: a6b–h4A–3Y43Z64A–6S4σ2

Size: 217x160 mm

See the entry for the first edition (1668) of this work.
Illustrations available:

Title page
Frontispiece

V 18

Frontispiece, V 18

V 19  
Vitali, Girolamo (1624–1698)

Lexicon mathematicum. Hoc est rerum omnium ad 
universam planè mathesim quoquo modo, directè, vel 
indirectè spectantium, collectio, et explicatio. Continens 
terminorum, praesertim exoticorum, dilucidationem, Frontispiece, V 19

V 19
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V 20  
Vlacq, Adriaan (1600–1667)

Arithmetica logarithmica sive logarithmorum chiliades 
centum, pro numeris naturali serie crescentibus ab 
unitate ad 100000. Una cum canone triangulorum, sev 
tabula artificialium sinuum, tangentium & secantium ad 
radium 10,00000,00000. & ad singula scrupula prima 
quadrantis. Quibus novum traditur compendium, quo 
nullum nec admirabilius, nec utilius solvendi pleraque 
problemata arithmetica & geometrica. Hos numeros 
primus invenit clarissimus vir Johannes Neperus Baro 
Merchistonii: eos autem ex eiusdem sententiâ mutavit, 
eorumque ortum & usum illustravit Henricus Briggius, 
in celeberrimâ Academiâ Oxoniensi geometriae 
Professor Savilianus. Editio secunda aucta per …

Year: 1628
Place: Gouda
Publisher: Pierre Rammasein
Edition: 1st
Language: Latin
Figures: title in red and black
Binding: contemporary vellum over boards
Pagination: pp. [8], 79, [1], [764]
Collation: ***4a–f6g4A–3R63S4

Size: 337x225 mm
Reference: Glais RCMT, p. 141; B de H BNHS, p. 291; Hend 

BTM, #24.0, p. 55–57

See entries for Briggs, Henry and de Decker, Ezechiël 
in the main text and the addenda.

Adriaan Vlacq was born in Gouda into a wealthy Dutch 
family. He was given a sound classical education and 
showed a particular aptitude for mathematics. This 
interest led him to a collaborative association with 
Ezechiël de Decker, a local surveyor and mathematics 
teacher. De Decker, who knew no Latin, suggested that 
Vlacq translate some of the new works on the art of 
reckoning from Latin into Dutch. 

In 1626, de Decker published Het eerste deel van de 
nieuwe telkonst (The first part of the new arithmetic), 
which included Vlacq’s translation of John Napier’s 
Rabdologia, a section on business arithmetic by de 
Decker himself and Simon Stevin’s interest table, 
De thiende. In the preface, he acknowledges Vlacq’s 
contribution and assistance. 

Later that same year, de Decker published Nieuwe 
telkonst, a limited table of decimal logarithms clearly 
derived from Briggs’ Arithmetica logarithmica of 1624, 
in which he again mentions the assistance of Vlacq. 
This small table covered only the first ten chiliads (i.e., 
the logarithms from 1 to 10,000) and, in contrast with 
Briggs’ original computation to fourteen places, to a 
more practical ten decimal places. 

The next year (1627) saw the appearance of de Decker’s 
Het tweede deel van de nieuwe telkonst (The second part 
of the new arithmetic). He explains in the foreword that 
other professional commitments had not permitted him to 
undertake the considerable effort involved in completing 
Henry Briggs’ table and that the industrious and diligent 
Adriaan Vlacq is to be credited for seeing this huge 
task through to completion. Thus Vlacq seems to have 
fulfilled Briggs’ ambition of computing a complete 
logarithm table—but without his explicit consent. The 
privileges for these books were applied for and received 
by Vlacq and he had them printed in Gouda by Peter 
Rammasein. While the exact financial arrangements 
between de Decker, Vlacq and Rammasein are unclear, 
it does appear that Vlacq was the principle patron, and 
it is conjectured that he had a financial interest in the 
Rammasein printing firm. 

The foregoing discussion is intended as background for 
understanding the origin of this work. When the Vlacq 
tables were reprinted in 1628, John Napier and Henry 
Briggs were prominently mentioned on the title page, but 
there is no mention of de Decker. Vlacq identified this 
work as a second edition of the 1624 Briggs table and 
modified the original Briggs title to show the extended 
range of the table. About 1,000 copies of the tables 
were printed by Rammasein. Presumably to broaden 
the market, copies with the preface in Latin, French 

V 20
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(q.v.) and Dutch were produced. This identical setting 
of the tables was used (with the preface in English) in 
Logarithmicall arithmeticke, published in London by 
George Miller in 1631. 

In 1632 Vlacq settled in London, where he became 
a successful publisher and seller of scientific books. 
Because of political unrest in England, in 1642 he moved 
his business to Paris, where he remained for six years 
before moving once again to The Hague. 

The work begins with a substantial introduction 
(seventy-nine pages) on logarithms and their application. 
Following the numeric tables, this volume contains a log 
table of sines, tangents and secants computed to a radius 
of 100,000,000,000.

Each column of the numeric tables has a penciled “x” at 
the foot—perhaps because this copy was used to proof 
against another table and the reader crossed off each 
column as it was completed. The free endpaper and the 
pasted-down endpaper at the end of the volume contain 
a list of errata likely found during the course of the proof 
reading. Annotations indicate that the proof reading was 
done about 1880. 

This copy contains the signature of Edward Sang, a 
prominent Edinburgh mathematician, who, in 1871 
published his own set of seven-place logarithms. It 
is tempting to speculate that he used this table when 
proofreading his own work before publication.

Illustrations available:
Title page (color)
Page of the tables showing the proof reading “x” and changed 

values
Sang’s signature

Merchistonii: eos autem ex eiusdem sententiâ mutavit, 
eorumque ortum & usum illustravit Henricus Briggius, 
in celeberrimâ Academiâ Oxoniensi geometriae 
Professor Savilianus. Editio secunda aucta per…

b/w: Vlacq, Adriaan; Trigonometria artificialis, 1633

Year: 1628
Place: Gouda
Publisher: Pierre Rammasein
Edition: 1st
Language: Latin
Figures: title in red and black
Binding: contemporary half-bound leather vellum boards; red 

leather label
Pagination: pp. [672]
Collation: π1A–3I63K5 (signature 2P in manuscript)
Size: 325x200 mm
Reference: Glais RCMT, p. 141; B de H BNHS, p. 291; Hend 

BTM, #24.0, p. 55–57

This work is bound after Vlacq’s 1633 Trigonometria 
artificialis. The table is identical to those of the other 
copies in the collection but lacks the introductory 
material (which came in several different languages). 
For some unknown reason, signature 2P (logarithms 
of the numbers from 66301 to 68100) is in manuscript. 
The scribe was excellent and worked with great care 
and attention to detail (particularly in the headings). In a 
cursory examination, the script might easily be mistaken 
for printed text (see illustration).

Illustrations available:
Title page
Manuscript signature page

Edward Sang autograph, V 20

V 21  
Vlacq, Adriaan (1600–1667)

Arithmetica logarithmica sive logarithmorum chiliades 
centum, pro numeris naturali serie crescentibus ab 
unitate ad 100000. Una cum canone triangulorum, sev 
tabula artificialium sinuum, tangentium & secantium ad 
radium 10,00000,00000. & ad singula scrupula prima 
quadrantis. Quibus novum traditur compendium, quo 
nullum nec admirabilius, nec utilius solvendi pleraque 
problemata arithmetica & geometrica. Hos numeros 
primus invenit clarissimus vir Johannes Neperus Baro V 21
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V 22  
Vlacq, Adriaan (1600–1667)

Arithmetique logarithmetique ou la construction 
et usage d’une table contenant les logarithmes de 
tous les nombres depuis l’unité jusques à 100000. 
Et d’une autre table en laquelle sont comprins les 
logarithmes des sinus, tangentes & secantes, de tous 
les degrez & minutes du quart du cercle, selon le raid 
de 10,00000,00000. parties. Par le moyen desquelles 
on resolvt tres-facilement les problemes arithmetiques 
& geometriques. Ces nombres premierement sont 
inventez par Jean Neper Baron de Marchiston: mais 
Henry Brigs Professeur de la geometrie en l’Université 
d’Oxford, les a changé, & leur nature, origine, & usage 
illustré selon l’intention du dit Neper. La description 
est traduite du Latin en François, la premier table 
augmentée, & la seconde composée par Adriaen Vlacq.

Year: 1628
Place: Gouda
Publisher: Pierre Rammasein
Edition: 1st
Language: French
Figures: title in red and black
Binding: modern leather; gilt spine
Pagination: pp. [8], 84, [764]
Collation: ***4a–g6A–3R63s4

Size: 350x224 mm
Reference: Glais RCMT, p. 162; B de H BNHZ, p. 291; Hend 

BTM, #24, p. 56

See Vlacq, Adriaan; Arithmetica logarithmetica, 1628. 
When Vlacq had these tables printed, the press produced 
enough copies so that versions with different prefaces 
could be created—some in Latin, some in French, etc. 
This is the French version. 

Illustrations available:
Title page

V 23  
Vlacq, Adriaan (1600–1667)

Canon triangulorum logarithmicus, das ist: Künstliche 
Logarithmische Tafeln der Sinum, Tangentium, und 
Secantium, Nach Adriani Vlacqs Calculation Rechnung 
und Manier gestelt.

Year: 1631
Place: Augsburg
Publisher: Andream Aperger
Edition: 1st
Language: German
Binding: contemporary vellum boards; gold-stamped covers: 

“M T K 1635”
Pagination: ff. [95]
Collation: A–L8M7

Size: 158x94 mm

Manuscript section of tables, V 21

V 22

V 23
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Vlacq, once he had calculated these tables, made sure 
copies were available in different languages. This is the 
German edition (although the only things that are in 
German are the title page, one example of the tables’ use 
and some errata) of the trigonometric tables that were 
the last part of his 1628 Arithmetica logarithmica. These 
tables were published without the differences for each 
adjacent pair of entries in the original—thus permitting 
the smaller, more convenient size of this volume.

Illustrations available:
Title page
Table page

V 24  
Vlacq, Adriaan (1600–1667)

Canon triangulorum Logarithmicus, dds ist: Künstliche 
Logarithmische Tafeln der Sinum, Tangentium, und 
Secantium, Nach Adriani Vlacqs Calculation Rechnung 
und Manier gestellt.

b/w: Vlacq, Adriaan; Zehentausend logarithmi, 1637.

Year: 1637
Place: Nürnberg
Publisher: Wolfgang Endter
Edition: 3rd
Language: German
Binding: later quarter-bound marbled boards; gold-stamped 

decorated spine; red leather label
Pagination: ff. [92]
Collation: A–Z4

Size: 184x140 mm

See the entry for Vlacq, Adriaan; Canon triangulorum 
logarithmicus, 1631. These are the same tables.

Illustrations available:
Title page
Sample page of the tables

Sample table pages, V 23

V 24

V 25  
Vlacq, Adriaan (1600–1667)

Tables de sinus, tangentes, secantes: et logarithmes de 
sinus, tangentes, & nombres depuis l’unité jusques à 
10000. Avec une methode de tres facilement resoudre 
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par le moyen d’icelles tous triangles rectilignes & 
spheriques, & plusieurs questions astronomiques. 
Corrigée par A. Vlacq

Year: 1651
Place: Leiden
Publisher: Philippe de Croy
Edition: 2nd (French issue)
Language: French
Binding: original vellum
Pagination: pp. [2], 30, [284]
Collation: A–B8A–R8S6

Size: 157x90 mm
Reference: Hend BTM, p. 64

See the entry for Vlacq, Adriaan; Canon Triangulorum, 
1631. This French version differs in that it has a preface 
that explains the use of the tables and that the tables now 
have columns specifically labeled Log. Sin. and Log. 
Tang. rather than simply being called Sinus, etc. This 
table includes natural sines, tangents and secants as well 
as the logarithmic values.

The last section is a table of logarithms of the natural 
numbers from 1 to 10,000, to seven decimal places.

Illustrations available:
Title page
Sample page of tables

V 26  
Vlacq, Adriaan (1600–1667)

Tabulæ sinuum tangentium et secantium: et logarithmi 
sinuum tangentium et numerorum ab initate ad 10000. 
Cum methodo facillimè illarum ope resolvendi omnes 
triangulos rectilineos & sphaericos, & plurimas 
questiones astronomicas. Correctae opera A. Vlacq.

Year: 1651
Place: Leiden
Publisher: Philip de Croy
Edition: 2nd (Latin issue)
Language: Latin
Binding: original vellum
Pagination: pp. 32, [284]
Collation: A–B8A–R8S6

Size: 154x96 mm
Reference: Hend BTM, p. 64

See entries for Vlacq, Adriaan; Tables de sinus, 1651, 
and Canon triangulorum, 1631. This is the Latin edition 
with a Latin preface.

Illustrations available:
Title page

V 25

Sample table page, V 25

V 26

V 27  
Vlacq, Adriaan (1600–1667)

Tabulæ sinuum tangentium, secantium: et 
logarithmorum pro sinubus tangentibus, et numeris ab 
unitate ad 10000. Uno cum methodo facillimè illarum 
ope resolvendi omnia triangula rectilinæ & sphaericæ, 
& plurimas questiones astronomicas,aliasque 
difficiliores. In ordinem digestæ per A. Vlacq.

Year: 1661
Place: The Hague
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Publisher: Adriani Vlacq
Edition: unknown
Language: Latin
Binding: later (18th/19th-century) Italian paper boards
Pagination: pp. 44, [4], [284]
Collation: A–C8A–R8S6

Size: 153x98 mm
Reference: Hend BTM, #35, p. 64

See entries for Vlacq, Adriaan; Tables de sinus, 1651, and 
Canon triangulorum, 1631. This Latin edition has minor 
modifications to the table layouts (see illustrations).

Illustrations available:
Title page
Sample pages from trigonometric and natural logarithm tables

V 29  
Vlacq, Adriaan (1600–1667)

Trigonometria artificialis: sive magnus canon 
triangulorum logarithmicus, ad radium 100000,00000, 
& ad dena scrupula secunda, ab Adriano Vlacco 
Goudano constructus. Cui accedunt Henrici Briggii 
geometriae Professoris in Academiâ Oxoniensi P. 
M. Chiliades logarithmorum [centum] viginti pro 
numeris naturali serie crescentibus ab unitate ad 20000 
[100000]. Quorum ope triangula plana & sphaerica, 
inter alia nova eximiaque compendia è geometricis 
fundamentis petita, solâ additione, subtractione, & 
bipartitione, exquisitissimè dimetiuntur.

b/w: Vlacq, Adriaan; Arithmetica logarithmica 1628

Year: 1633
Place: Gouda
Publisher: Peter Rammasein
Edition: 1st
Language: Latin
Binding: contemporary half-bound leather vellum boards; red 

leather label
Pagination: pp. [8], 52, [272]
Collation: +4A–F4G2a4 b–z6

Size: 323x213 mm
Reference: B de H BNHS, #5052, p. 291; Hend BTM, #31.0, p. 

62; Glais RCMT, pp. 142, 163

This copy is bound before Vlacq’s 1628 Arithmetica 
logarithmica (there are three copies of the Arithmetica 
logarithmica in the collection—the one referred to here 
is the volume with signature 2P in manuscript and no 
preface. See the individual entries). 

V 27

V 28  
Vlacq, Adriaan (1600–1667)

Tabulæ sinuum, tangentium, et secantium, et logarithmi 
sinuum, tangentium, & numerorum ab unitate ad 
10000. Cum methodo facillimâ, illarum ope, resolvendi 
omnia triangula rectilinea & sphaerica, & plurima 
questiones astronomicas.

Year: 1681
Place: Amsterdam
Publisher: Henri Boom and Widow of Theodore Boom
Edition: 4th ?
Language: Latin
Binding: contemporary vellum
Pagination: pp. 48, [284]
Collation: A–C8A–R8S6

Size: 161x101 mm
Reference: Glais RCMT, p. 163

See the entry for the very similar 1661 edition.
Illustrations available:

Title page

V 28
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The first table in this volume is Vlacq’s Canon 
triangulorum … giving the logarithms of the sines, 
cosines, tangents and cotangents to ten places for every 
ten seconds of the quadrant. The table is preceded by a 
dedication, preface and Latin text on the application of 
logarithms.

The second table called for on the title page is not present 
in this sammelband. Instead, the Canon triangulorum … 
is bound with Vlacq’s Arithmetica logarithmica, Gouda, 
1628. The title page for this latter work is identical to 
that of the other copy in this collection (also, the same 
half-title precedes the table), but it lacks the introductory 
material and is without the second table called for on 
the title page. These omissions may explain why the 
word viginti has been manually crossed out and centum 
written in and why the 20000 has been crossed out and 
100000 written in on the first title page.

This volume was given to Jean-Baptiste Delambre by 
Joseph LaLande.

Illustrations available:
Title page

triangula plana & sphaerica, inter alia nova eximiaque 
compendia è geometricis fundamentis petita, solâ 
additione, subtractione, & bipartitione, exquisitissimè 
dimetiuntur.

Year: 1633
Place: Gouda
Publisher: Peter Rammasein
Edition: 1st
Language: Latin
Binding: modern gray cloth over heavy boards; red leather 

label; black leather label
Pagination: pp. [8], 52, [272], [136]
Collation: +4A–F4G2a4 b–z6A6–L6M2

Size: 340x215 mm
Reference: B de H BNHS, #5052, p. 291; Hend BTM, #31.0, p. 

62; Glais RCMT, pp. 142, 163

The dedication and preface are in Latin, and both were 
written by Vlacq. They precede a fifty-two-page text 
on the application of logarithms to plane and spherical 
trigonometry. The major table in this volume is Vlacq’s 
Canon triangulorum giving the logarithms of the sines, 
cosines, tangents and cotangents to ten places (rather 
than to the original fourteen) for every ten seconds in the 
quadrant. This table, which makes up the bulk of the work 
(272 pages), is followed by a table presenting a truncated 
set (ten places rather than the original fourteen) of the 
first twenty chiliads (the numbers from 1 to 20,000) of 
Briggs’ numeric logarithms.

Illustrations available:
None

V 29

V 30  
Vlacq, Adriaan (1600–1667)

Trigonometria artificialis: sive magnus canon 
triangulorum logarithmicus, ad radium 100000,00000, 
& ad dena scrupula secunda, ab Adriano Vlacco 
Goudano constructus. Cui accedunt Henrici Briggii 
geometriae Professoris in Academiâ Oxoniensi P. M. 
Chiliades logarithmorum viginti pro numeris naturali 
serie crescentibus ab unitate ad 20000. Quorum ope 

V 31

V 31  
Vlacq, Adriaan (1600–1667)

Zehentausend logarithmi, Der Absolut-oder ledigen 
Zahlen, von 1 biss auff 10000. Nach Herrn Johannis 
Neperi Baronis Merchstenii Art und Invention, welche 
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Heinricus Briggius illustrirt, unnd Adrianus Vlacq 
augirt, gerichtet.

b/w: Vlacq, Adriaan; Canon triangulorum 

Year: 1637
Place: Nürnberg
Publisher: Wolfgang Endter
Edition: unknown
Language: German
Binding: later quarter-bound marbled boards; gold-stamped 

decorated spine; red leather label
Pagination: ff. [52]
Collation: A–N4

Size: 184x140 mm

This is a German edition of Valcq’s 1628 tables in a 
reduced version with just the logarithms for the numbers 
from 1 to 10,000, to only seven decimal places, and with 
no differences as in the original tables.

Illustrations available:
Title page
Sample page of tables

Vlacq, Adriaan
See Faulhaber, Johann; Canon triangulorum 

logarithmicus, Das ist: Künstliche logaritmische 
tafeln der sinuum, tangentium, und secantium. 
Nach Adriani Vlacqs calculation rechnung und 
manier gestelt.

See Faulhaber, Johann; Zehntausent logarithmi, der 
absolut oder ledigen zahlen von 1. biss auff 10000. 
Nach Hernn Johannis Neperi Baronis Merchstenii 
arth und invention, welche Heinricus Briggius 
illustriert und Adrianus Vlacq augiert, gerichtet.

V 32  
Vogel, Kurt (1888–1985) 

Die practica des algorismus ratisbonensis. Ein 
Rechenbuch des Benediktinerklosters St. Emmeram aus 
der Mitte des 15. Jahrhunderts nach den Handschriften 
der Münchner Staatsbibliothek und der Stiftsbibliotehek 
St. Florian. 

Year: 1954 
Place: Munich 
Publisher: C. H. Beck’sche Verlagsbuchhandlung 
Edition: 1st 
Language: German 
Figures: 8 photographic plates 
Binding: original paper wrappers 
Pagination: pp. xii, 283, [1] 
Collation: π61–178186 
Size: 256x178 mm 

Vogel was one of the leading scholars who revitalized 
the study of the history of mathematics in the twentieth 

century. He is best known for his many translations and 
editions of ancient mathematical texts from Greece, 
Egypt and the Far East. 

This volume, an edited version of a fifteenth-century 
Benedictine book, is uncut.

Illustrations available:
Title page

V 32

V 33  
Von Foerster, Heinz M. (1911–), editor 

Cybernetics. Circular causal, and feedback mechanisms 
in biological and social systems. Transactions of the 
sixth conference March 24–25, 1949, New York, N. Y. 

Year: 1950 
Place: New York 
Publisher: Josiah Macy, Jr. Foundation 
Edition: 1st 
Language: English 
Binding: contemporary cloth; original dust jacket bound in 
Pagination: pp. 209 
Size: 228x145 mm 

Heinz von Foerster was born in Vienna, Austria, where 
he studied physics at the Vienna Technical University. In 
1944, he received a Ph.D. in physics from the University 
of Breslau. After World War II, he taught at the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, where he held the 
professorship for signal engineering from 1951 to 1975. 
From 1962 to 1975, he also was professor of biophysics 
and from 1958 to 1975 was director of the Biological 
Computer Laboratory. Additionally, in 1956–1957 and 
1963–1964, he was a Guggenheim Fellow. From 1963 
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to 1965, he served as president of the Wenner-Gren 
Foundation for anthropological research and from 1971 
to 1972, he was secretary of the Josiah Macy Foundation 
for the cybernetic program. Von Foerster wrote a large 
number of scientific publications.

This conference was sponsored by the Josiah Macy, Jr. 
Foundation Conference Program. It specifically sought 
to bring together small groups of experts to exchange 
ideas, experiences and methods. The members of this 
conference were a listing of the best minds of the day: 
Warren McCulloch, J. Bigelow, Margaret Mead, Walter 
Pitts, John von Neumann, Norbert Wiener, J. C. R. 
Licklider and Claude Shannon, to name only a few. 
Several attendees presented papers and this volume 
records their papers and also the discussion following 
each presentation.

Illustrations available:
Title page

This is a continuation of the Cybernetics conferences—
the report follows the same format as the earlier one.

Illustrations available:
Title page

V 35  
Von Foerster, Heinz M. (1911–2002), editor

Cybernetics. Circular causal, and feedback mechanisms 
in biological and social systems. Transactions of the 
eighth conference March 15–16, 1951, New York, N. Y. 

Year: 1952 
Place: New York 
Publisher: Josiah Macy, Jr. Foundation 
Edition: 1st 
Language: English 
Binding: original cloth boards; with dust jacket 
Pagination: pp. xx, 240 
Size: 228x148 mm 

At the 1951 conference, the theme was communication. 
It was investigated in a number of ways: by looking at 
communication between animals, between the sane and 
insane, etc.

Illustrations available:
Title page

V 36  
Von Foerster, Heinz M. (1911–2002), editor

Cybernetics. Circular causal, and feedback mechanisms 
in biological and social systems. Transactions of the 
ninth conference March 20–21, 1952, New York, N. Y. 

Year: 1953 
Place: New York 
Publisher: Josiah Macy, Jr. Foundation 
Edition: 1st 
Language: English 
Binding: original cloth boards; with dust jacket 
Pagination: pp. xx, 184 
Size: 228x150 mm 

There seems to be no obvious theme for the 1952 
conference. Topics ranged from learning in the octopus 
to a discussion of a mechanical chess player.

Illustrations available:
Title page

V 37  
Von Foerster, Heinz M. (1911–2002), editor

Cybernetics. Circular causal, and feedback mechanisms 
in biological and social systems. Transactions of the 
tenth conference April 22, 23 and 24, 1953, Princeton, 
N. J. 

V 33

V 34  
Von Foerster, Heinz M. (1911–2002), editor

Cybernetics. Circular causal, and feedback mechanisms 
in biological and social systems. Transactions of the 
seventh conference March 23–24, 1950, New York, N. Y. 

Year: 1951 
Place: New York 
Publisher: Josiah Macy, Jr. Foundation 
Edition: 1st 
Language: English 
Binding: original cloth boards; with dust jacket 
Pagination: pp. 251, [1] 
Size: 230x148 mm 
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Year: 1955 
Place: New York 
Publisher: Josiah Macy, Jr. Foundation 
Edition: 1st 
Language: English 
Binding: original cloth boards 
Pagination: pp. xx, 100 
Size: 228x150 mm 

There were only three major papers presented at the 
1953 conference together with a short paper that listed 
the major points of agreement that had been reached at 
the previous nine conferences.

Illustrations available:
Title page

V 38  
von Neumann, John Louis (1903–1957) 

Entwicklung und Ausnutzung neuerer mathematischer 
Maschinen 

b/w: Stiefel, Eduard; Rechenautomaten im dienste der 
technik

Year: 1955 
Place: Cologne and Opladen 
Publisher: Westdeutscher Verlag 
Edition: 1st 
Language: German 
Binding: original printed paper wrappers 
Pagination: pp. 65, [7] 
Size: 240x165 mm 

John von Neumann was born into a prosperous Jewish 
family in Budapest, Hungary. As a small child, he 
exhibited a capacious memory as well as a great aptitude 
for languages. He was a brilliant student who studied 
chemical engineering in Berlin and Zurich and obtained 

a Ph.D. in mathematics from the University of Budapest 
without attending any courses. 

Von Neumann lectured in Berlin and Hamburg and 
simultaneously held a Rockefeller fellowship at the 
University of Göttingen. His reputation grew, and by his 
mid-twenties his genius was recognized in mathematical 
circles worldwide. In 1930, he became professor of 
mathematical physics at Princeton, and in 1933, he 
became one of the six original professors of mathematics 
at the newly founded Institute for Advanced Study. He 
was a leading contributor to many fields, was intimately 
involved in the design of the first atomic bomb and was 
extremely influential in the early design of electronic 
computers. Although he did not invent the concept of the 
stored program (that was done at the Moore School during 
the ENIAC project before von Neumann was associated 
with it) he became one of its leading proponents. 

For a complete biography, see Macrae, Norman; John 
von Neumann. The scientific genius who pioneered the 
modern computer, game theory, nuclear deterrence, 
and much more, Pantheon Books, 1992; and for details 
of his childhood see the paper written by his brother: 
Vonneuman, Nicholas A.; “John von Neumann: 
Formative Years,” Annals of the History of Computing, 
Vol. 11, No. 3, 1989, pp. 171–175.

This German booklet contains two papers. The first, 
by von Neumann, is a general discussion of the new 
electronic computing machines and mentions ENIAC 
and NORC. The second paper, by Eduard Stiefel, is a Z4 35mm file control mechanism, V 38

V 38
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description of the Z4 machine built by Konrad Zuse, 
which was then in use in the E.T.H. Zurich. 

Illustrations available:
Title page
Z4
Z4 control with punched 35mm film

V 39  
von Neumann, John Louis (1903–1957) 

Functional operators. Measures and lengths. Volume 2: 
The geometry of orthogonal spaces 

Year: 1950 
Place: Princeton 
Publisher: Princeton University Press 
Edition: 1st 
Language: English 
Binding: original paper wrappers 
Pagination: pp: v. 1: [8], 261, [1] v.2: [6], 107, [1] 
Size: 254x175 mm 

These are two of the mathematical works of von 
Neumann. They are highly technical and require 
considerable mathematical sophistication to understand.

These volumes are signed by George W. Fairchild. His 
father, George W. Fairchild, Sr., was an early investor 
in CTR, the company that became IBM. Fairchild, Jr. 
inherited his father’s wealth in 1924 and went on to 
found several influential firms bearing the family name.

Illustrations available:
Title page Volume 1
Title page Volume 2
Signature of George W. Fairchild, Jr.

Konrad Zuse’s Z4 machine, V 38

George Fairchild autograph, V 39

V 39
V 40  
von Neumann, John Louis (1903–1957)

The future of high-speed computing 
Year: 1951
Place: New York
Publisher: International Business Machines
Edition: 1st
Language: English
Binding: original cloth boards; with dust jacket
Pagination: pp. [12], 13–148
Size: 280x213 mm
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See entry for IBM [International Business Machines 
Company] Proceedings, computation seminar, 
December 1949

Illustrations available:
None

V 41  
von Neumann, John Louis (1903–1957) [Lloyd A. 
Jeffress, editor] 

The general and logical theory of automata. In 
Cerebral mechanisms in behavior - The Hixon 
symposium, pp. 1–41. 

Year: 1951 
Place: New York 
Publisher: John Wiley 
Edition: 1st 
Language: English 
Binding: original cloth boards 
Pagination: pp. xiv, 311 
Size: 227x146 mm 

The Hixon symposium, held at the California Institute 
of Technology, Pasadena, in September 1948, was on 
the subject of Cerebral Mechanisms in Behavior. Von 
Neumann, who was definitely an outsider in this company 
of psychologists, began his lecture by apologizing for the 
topic of his paper. He then went on to discuss computing 
machines and their relations with living organisms. This 
printed version is not the complete lecture; it was edited 
to fit into the number of pages allotted to it.

Illustrations available:
Title page
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von Neumann, John Louis (1903–1957) and Herman 
Heine Goldstine (1913–) 

Numerical inverting of matrices of high order. In 
Bulletin of the American Mathematical Society, Vol. 53, 
No. 11, November 1947. 

Year: 1947 
Place: Manesha, WI 
Publisher: American Mathematical Society 
Edition: 1st 
Language: English 
Binding: original paper wrappers 
Pagination: pp. 1021–1099 
Size: 243x153 mm

When this paper was written in 1947, only the ENIAC 
was functional. It was thought that the accumulation 
of round-off errors during numerical solution of large-
scale mathematical problems might render computer 
solutions impractical. The problem was shown to be 
quite manageable by James H. Wilkinson and V. 
Kahn. This paper by John von Neumann and Herman 
Goldstine was one of the first serious investigations of 
the subject. It discusses potential sources of round-off 
errors and suggests techniques for handling them. The 
paper occupies almost the entire issue of the journal and 
is considered to have laid the foundation of modern error 
analysis.

A second paper with the same title (except for the addition 
of a Roman numeral II) appeared in The Proceedings of 
the American Mathematical Society, Vol. 2, 1951, pp. 
188–202. According to Stanislaw M. Ulam (in Bulletin 
of the American Mathematical Society, 1958, no. 654, p. 
25): In the second paper, the problem is reconsidered in 
order to obtain optimum numerical estimates.

Illustrations available:
Cover page

V 43  
von Neumann, John Louis (1903–1957) and Oskar 
Morgenstern (1902–1977)

Theory of games and economic behavior 
Year: 1944 
Place: Princeton 
Publisher: Princeton University Press 
Edition: 1st 
Language: English 
Figures: corrigenda sheet inlaid 
Binding: original cloth boards; with dust jacket 
Pagination: pp. xviii, 625, [1] 
Size: 228x150 mm 

Oskar Morgenstern received his doctorate from 
the University of Vienna where he also taught as a Journal cover, V 41
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privatdozent and later as a professor. He moved to 
Princeton University in 1938 as a lecturer in economics 
and later became a full professor.

William Aspray (John von Neumann and the origins of 
modern computing) describes this classic, innovative 
work as one that:

 … describes the mathematics of the theory of 
games in great detail and applies it to many 
different economic problems, including exchange 
of goods between n parties, monopolies and 
oligopolies, and free trade. The authors did 
not expect their book to be embraced or even 
understood by the economists, and the publisher 
expected such low sales that he insisted on a 
subsidy. However, several favorable survey 
articles and reviews, together with a sympathetic 
front-page article in the New York Times in 
March 1946, soon made the book a best-seller by 
academic standards. 

Illustrations available:
Title page

V 44  
Vyse, Charles (1750–a.1807) 

The tutor’s guide: being a complete system of 
arithmetic; with various branches in the mathematics. 
In six parts, viz. I. Arithmetic … II. Vulgar fractions. III. 
Decimal fractions … IV. Mensuration … V. Chronology 
… VI. Algebra … To which is added, an appendix, 
containing different forms of acquittances, bills of 
exchange, &c. &c. The whole being designed for the 
use of schools, as question book or a remembrancer 
and instructor, to such who have some knowledge of 
figures, and is adapted for the use of the gentleman 
and scholar, as well as for the man of business: And is 
recommended by several eminent mathematicians and 
school-masters. 

Year: 1772 
Place: London 
Publisher: Robinson and Roberts 
Edition: 2nd 
Language: English 
Binding: contemporary leather 
Pagination: pp. [iv], viii, 356 
Collation: A–2G62H4 
Size: 167x100 mm 

Vyse was a mathematician working in London, but little 
else is known about him. The work is dedicated to the 
Rev. Mr. Vyse, Archdeacon of Salop, who may have 
been the author’s father.

This is a standard commercial arithmetic. It covers the 
basic arithmetic operations, the rule of three, interest, 

V 43

von Neumann, John
See American Mathematical Society; John von 

Neumann 1903–1957, 1958.
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fellowship and commercial topics in arithmetic. It then 
deals with fractions, decimal fractions, areas and volumes 
and ends with a short discussion of algebra. There are a 
large number of problems in this book, some of them 
given in verse. An appendix gives forms for various legal 
documents that would be needed by a merchant.

Illustrations available:
Title page

Samples of Albrecht Dürer’s decorated letters from Institutiones geometricae, 1532
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